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          Who turned 82 in August &  

        since then ha s won his  first  

     monthly medal & his  first hole  

       in one, and  then on Tuesday   

                shot his  age (82).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the President  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome all to the final Fairway Flyer for 2011. 

 

As always I would like to say a warm welcome to 

all our new Members and Associates who will be 

reading this publication for the first time, and an 

equally big hello to the rest of our more established 

Membership. 

 

Since the last edition of the Flyer a new Board has 

been elected and everyone elected has continued on 

with delivering the services and projects started by 

the previous Board. 

 

I announced our new Board members in the latest 

edition of my Presidents Locker. 

 

Just in case you missed it, they are published in this 

edition for your information. 

 

On to whatôs happening - Our new buggy shed is 

well under way. We anticipate completion early to 

mid December 2011 and trust it will be a great asset 

for us in the years ahead. Please be careful around 

these works and remain clear of construction. 

 

Speaking of buggies, one of our Members was the 

lucky winner of our Buggy Raffle. Look out for the 

Lucky winners name in this edition. 

 

Completion just in time for Christmas is still the 

aim of our irrigation Contractors. While we have 

experienced some minor delays, the project is 

progressing well and both Contractors and course 

staff are working well in delivering us this exciting 

new system. 

 

The various committee reports throughout the flyer 

will deal in more detail with aspects of the changes 

that will lead us into the New Year and beyond. 

 

For those that attended the first Strategic Planning 

night we all agree this was a great first step in 

taking control of our destiny. Some very 

meaningful points came out of the night and these 

will be used as the starting point in developing and 

delivering a plan that will cement the clubs future. I 

look forward to bringing you more details about this 

in the New Year. One telling point among many 

that come out of the evening was that the Club must 

be in charge of its future both on and off the course. 

To this end I can announce that your Club is now in 

control of the complete food, function and beverage 

services for delivery to both Members and Guests. 

 

This is a significant milestone for the Club, as this 

is the first time in at least the last 14 years that your 

Club fully owns and manages both the Golf Course 

and the Club House operations. I am sure you will 

all agree that in this way Management can 

guarantee stability in these services and deliver 

them with the greatest flexibility to meet our 

changing circumstances as we continue to chart our 

path to the future. 

 

While a key element to these reforms is ñSupport 

from Everyoneò to ensure the services provided are 

well utilised, we continue on the path of a great plan 

of delivering a first class golf course in conjunction 

with a first class club/supporters facility for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 

This will assist in taking pressure off our finances 

and ultimately our yearly subscriptions. 

 

If you are not planning on leaving the Coast over 

the New Year period please join us at the Club for a 

festive drink and a game of golf, and as always your 

friends and guests are welcome.  

 

Just in case we don't see you around the Club prior 

to Christmas, from your Board and all the team at 

SPGC, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. 

 

 

SPGC is a Club for everyone in the Heart of the 

Gold Coast 

 
 

CRAIG SMITH - President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President Vs Captains Christmas Match 
 ï  Saturday 10th December 2011 

 2 x shotgun starts ï let the rivalry begin ! 
 
      On Course Challenge 
      - Wednesday 14th December 2011 
 
 
 Members Christmas Match Ambrose Fours  

-   Saturday 17th December 2011  

      Prize for Best Dressed.  

 
Members Vs Associates Christmas Match 
 ï Sunday 18th December 2011 

 Golf, Dinner & Entertainment . 
      12:30pm shotgun 
  

     Clubhouse Closed ï Christmas Day 
 
     Monthly Medal 
     - Saturday 7th January 2012 
 
     Monthly Crystal 
     - Sunday 15th January 2012 
 
     Junior & Junior Interclub Pennant 
     - Sunday 29th January 2012 
     At Surfers Paradise Golf Club ï come  
      Cheer on our Junior teams. 
 
        Associates Opening Day 
        - Thursday 2nd February 2012 
 
            Business Ladies Opening Day 
            - Saturday 4th February 2012 
 
  Foundersô Day  
                      - Sunday 12th February 2012 
                      Golf, Dinner & entertainment 
                         12:30pm shotgun 
 
                         Monthly Crystal 
                         - Sunday 19th February 2012 
 
     Visitors Day 
     - Sunday 26th February 2012 
 

 

Our Newest Members  
 

      Full Playing Members 

 
       Sam Iacuone 
   Desmond Blandford 
   Dyson Wood 
    

      Silver Select  
    
   Matthew Longnbottom 
        

       Associate Members 

    
            
   Galemaree Dawes 
 
        

       Sub-Cadet  Members
  
   Brianna Edgar 
   Alexander Kern 
    

         
        Social Members 

   Deanne Hill 
   Jeff Knox 
   Judith Fishwick 
   Glen Berriman 
   Geoff Phillips 
         Linda Brown 
   Patricia Hutt 
   Sheila Champion 
   Stephen Hansen 
   Robynne Noble 
   Theo Dixon 
   Lynette Wilkinson 
   Maree King 
   Martin Hindmarsh 
   Mescal Mexted 
   Mary Mcconnon 
   Jem Harcla 
   Brad Hanna 
   Mary Mitchell 
   Susan Pie 
   Mark Goodchild 
   Kelly Stone 
   Ian Errey 
   Els Anderson 
   Edna Derkenne 
   Margaret Cogar 
   Denise Edwards 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Managerės Desk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is my pleasure to write my first column in the clubs 
Fairway Flyer. 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your continued hospitality in welcoming me to your 
great club. 
 
With all business, new management will from time to 
time make incremental changes to the way the business 
is run, I for one will be no different, however Iôve always 
had a philosophy that with change you must think of the 
best interests of SPGC, because if there is no club, 
there is no membership. Secondly, I have learned over 
the many years that you must also be ñfair and 
consistentò in the decisions you make, so if I give to you, 
I must give to all members. (Remember this when you 
ask next time..hehehehe). 
 
What a great success the memberôs strategic 
information night was, (even though small in number). 
The night brought up some very interesting topics of why 
some golf clubs continue to struggle with membership 
and profitability. One of the main reasons was the 
inability to change the way they conduct their business 
today and into the future. As this publication goes to 
print, your current board has been proactive since the 
strategic information night, securing the services of 
David Fox (Advice Centre Consulting) to facilitate the 
clubs first strategic plans and vision for the future of your 
club. (Members will have an opportunity to view these 
plans when completed).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One telling point from the members at the strategic 
information night was that the club requires more social 
emphasis within the club, thus making the clubhouse 
into a venue where not only golfers utilize the club, but 
the whole local community utilizes the club for food, 
beverage, entertainment or just a pleasant social outing. 
(Stay tuned for proposals to this in the future).  
 
Another way of ensuring the profitability of SPGC is to 
maintain the current membership base, by ensuring we 
look after our existing members, by giving them no 
reason to consider other alternatives to leave your club. 
This can be achieved by keeping our course in the best 
condition every time a member plays, providing the best 
facilities a golf club can provide and most importantly 
providing the best customer service to our members.  
 
Lastly, I wish all members & associates a Merry 
Christmas and a safe New Year and we hope to see you 
all back here in 2012 for an exciting year ahead. 
 

Brett Holland 
General Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From The Captain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The installation of the new irrigation system has passed 
the half way mark and we should see it finished by the 
end of January 2012.  The three new pumps and the 
computerised control of the sprinklers are in operation 
and holes are added to the system as they are 
completed.  Col Baxter and Kevin Brown and their band 
of volunteers are following up and top dressing the new 
work during their working bees.  Well done men you are 
doing a great job.  By this time next year we will be well 
on the way to having the best members course on the 
Gold Coast. 
 
While individual holes were closed the Superintendent, 
Duncan Lamont, and his ground staff have been cutting 
out the green couch that was allowed to get into some of 
the greens, unfortunately a couple are so infested that 
they will need to be relayed entirely at some later date.  
The greens have all but fully recovered from the 
renovations and we all must now take responsibility for 
those putts that donôt go in. 
 
The club has recently purchased a wood chipper and the 
ground staff has already put it to good use cleaning up 
the area adjacent to the machinery shed.  Future tree 
trimming and chipping will be done in house saving the 
club some $20,000 a year. 
 
There is an article on the notice board about motorised 
buggies and their effect on golf courses.  I ask all buggy 
owners read it and take on board some of the 
recommendations that will lessen their impact on our 
course. 
 
The new board has again resolved that the club policy of 
requiring members to wear their shirts tucked in while 
playing and that socks be predominantly white in colour 
and cover the ankles of the wearer is to be enforced.  
Please don't embarrass fellow playing members and 
board directors by having them to ask you to do the right 
thing. 
 
As we work to continually improve your golf course we 
can't do it without your help. Repairing pitch marks and 
divots and smoothing the bunkers, it all helps. 
 
Merry Christmas to all and good golfing. 
 

Graeme Morrissey, Captain 
 

From House & Social  
 
This is my first editorial for the flyer as chairman of 
House & Social. Your committee for this 2011 - 2012 
year is made up of myself, Warren OôNeill, Neil 
Steinhardt and Associates representative Kay Sylvester. 

We have a big year ahead in 2012. As most of you 
would have heard by now either by word of mouth, the 
Loop, or the website, the Club is taking over the catering 
both downstairs and upstairs and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Karen, Donna, Jade and their team 
for their contribution downstairs and to Deane and his 
crew for his efforts upstairs. 
 
One of our first priorities will be to prepare the upstairs 
venue so it can be competitive for a variety of functions.  
As many of you have been up there in recent times and 
seen, it is very tired and in need of some TLC. 
 
Part of this operation will be completed by working Bôs 
which are still being coordinated by Col Baxter, and we 
will issue further details when we have a program 
worked out. Once our new catering facilities are up and 
running, it will be up to you THE MEMBERS, friends and 
family to support it and the club. 
 
I take this opportunity to thank all who have participated 
in the previous working Bôs and we can see part of their 
efforts in the now completed practice nets. 
 
Last year members were asking for more lockers which 
have been installed and at this stage there are still 
several available. They are full length and will take a set 
of clubs and all your gear needed for a game, a good 
deal at less than $1 per week. 
 
Remember Friday 16

th
 December is the drawing of 

Santaôs stocking and you must be there to claim the 
prizes. 
 
Saturday 17

th
 December is the Members Xmas match, 

so get some teams together  and come up with some 
original fancy dress and there is a prize for the best 
dressed. Sunday 18

th
 December is the Members V 

Associates Xmas match with a social night to follow, see 
The Loop for details. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHTS: Brett our new manager has really 
turned Friday nights around with ñToss the Bossò, 
ñTriviaò, & ñKeno Syndicatesò. There is a whole new 
atmosphere in the place so donôt just take my word for it 
come along and experience it for yourself. 
 
For those members with issues to be considered by 
House and Social could you please put your comments 
in writing in the suggestion book at reception, thank you. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Merry Xmas and a happy and prosperous New Year. 
 
Until next time. Happy Golfing. 
 
 

Russ Thompson 
House Chairman  
 

 

 



From the Red Markers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charities 
Once again the Associates have supported the Charities 
for 2011 very generously and I am happy to report the 
following results;- The Charity for 1

st
 half of 2011 was  

Hopewell Hospice and a cheque for $8472.55 was 
presented to the Rev. Ian Mavor on Thursday 4

th
 

August, 2011. The Cancer Charity for 2
nd

 half of 2011 
was the Cancer Councilôs patient bus that travels from 
Gold Coast to Brisbane 5 days a week. A cheque for 
$6462.30 was presented to Jennifer Marles-Malone 
(Regional Manager for Southern Qld) on Closing Day 
2011. The Charity for first half of 2012 is Rosies óyouth 
outreachô services. However, we still need a Cancer 
Charity to support for the 2

nd
 half of 2012. A very big 

thank you to Monica Fitzgerald and her Committee for 
their hard work raising funds for these worthwhile 
charities during the year. Monica has recently retired 
and our new Social Committee convenor is Carol 
Gourlay. Welcome Carol! 
 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the 2011 Division 1 
Pennant team;- Vicki Laws (Capt), Ali Orchard, Di Syer, 
Amy Harding, Virginia Oxenford, Velma Harding, 
Marianne Iounnou and Di Smart. A terrific effort by these 
girls who also won in 2010. 
 
 
Ladies Annual Dinner on Friday 4

th
 November. What a 

great night! The upstairs function room looked fantastic 
and thanks to everyone who participated in the table 
decorations. Well done to Dot Petrie who organized a 
night of great entertainment and fun. We have some 
very talented ladies in our midst, including the Business 
girls, who always seem to come up with a unique skit. 
Thanks to Maureen Bannister for a video of the night 
and the meal provided by Deane Papenfus was 
excellent. 
 
The Associates AGM was held in November with 
attendance slightly down on last year. Nominations were 
called ófrom the floorô for a Secretary and Annie Wade 
was successfully nominated. A warm welcome to our 
new Committee members, Julie Echin, Annie Wade, 
Lorraine Goodale and Jenny Read. 
 
 
Associates Committee for 2012 
 
President   Kay Sylvester 
Vice President  Dot Petrie 
Captain   Elaine Clout 
Vice Captain  Julie Echin  
Secretary  Annie Wade 
Treasurer  Glenda Sailor 

Handicap Mgr  Marilyn OôNeill 
Committee  Robyn Davidson 
   Robyn Fung 
   Lorraine Goodale 
   Jenny Read  
  
 
If you did not attend the AGM and have an idea that you 
would like to share with us, donôt forget the Suggestion 
box in the Associates Locker room. 
 
 
Congratulations to the following Annual Events winners  
 
Joan Irving Jug     
Winnes     June Hassum and Margaret Ridgewell 
Runners-up  Wendy Kee and Joyce Uduwela 
 
Club Champions  
 
Div.1    Ali Orchard 
Runner-up   Amy Harding 
 
Div. 2    June Hassum 
Runner-up   Renate Rayner 
   
Div. 3    Joan Gray 
Runner-up   Gwen Neeson 
 
Foursomes Champions  
Winners  Vicki Laws & Virginia Oxenford 
Runners-up   Velma Harding & Amy Harding 
 
Minor Foursomes 
Winners           MaryïAnne James & Doris White 
Runners-up           June Hassum  & Vi Carter 
 
 
Foursomes 36 hole nett  
Winners            Alanah Fitzpatrick & Jenny Read 
Runners-up            Shirley Nipperess & Una Frawley 
 
 
Closing Day Event, Captain Vs President ; 135 ladies 
played and congratulations to the Presidentôs team on 
their win. After lunch, we were treated to videos of the 
Associates Annual Dinner and a recent eisteddford 
featuring our very own tappers.  
 
To those Ladies who are not feeling well, we wish you a 
speedy recovery. 
 
A safe and happy Christmas to everyone! 
 
 

Kay Sylvester 
Associates President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


